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A Moomintroll is small and shy and fat, and has a Moominpappa and a
Moominmamma. Moomins live in the forests of Finland. They like sunshine and
sleep right through the winter. The snow falls and falls and falls where they live,
until their houses look like great snowballs. But when the spring comes, up they
jump and -- well, that is the moment when this story begins, and Moomintroll finds
the Hobgoblin Hat. [2&4T]
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This lively and amusing story, with both magic and homely adventure, is full of good
humour and unexpected happenings. [1T]
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Tove Jansson was born in Helsingfors (Helsinki), Finland, in 1944. Her mother was a
caricaturist and her father a sculptor. She lives on a tiny island in the guild of
Finland, an hour’s rowing from the nearest island.

Tove Jansson. 1961. Finn Family Moomintroll. Translated by Elizabeth Portch.
London: Puffin Books.
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One cold and windy autumn evening many years ago, a newspaper parcel was found
on the doorstep of the Home for Moomin Foundlings. Inside the parcel lay poor
shivering little Moominpappa (as he later became).

The Hemulen, who had built the Foundlings’ Home, just snorted her customary snort
and clamped a numbered seal on his tail to avoid mixing him up with the other
Moomin children.

When Spring came, Moominpappa decided to turn away from the Home and see what
great events were awaiting him. So off he went, straight into the night, all alone and
a little afraid. He met some very interesting people AND one very special person --
Moominmamma.

Tove Jansson. 1969. The Exploits of Moominpappa Described by Himself. Translated
by Thomas Warburton. London: Puffin Books.
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'Tt's strange,' thought Moominmamma. 'Strange that people can be sad and even
angry because life is too easy.'

That was how it had been with Moominpappa, though, back home in Moominvalley.
He'd been feeling unnecessary, out of things. Moomintroll was growing up now, and it
seemed everything there was to be done had already been done, or was being done by
someone else.

The only thing to do was to make a fresh start. Somewhere out at sea there was a
tiny rocky island and a lighthouse, just waiting for him. There he'd be important,
able to explain things to his family again, able to boast a bit...

There it was at last, Moominpappa's island. There was the lighthouse too, huge and
black against the grey of the sky, at the time when the first light makes one feel
helpless and everything seems dangerous if one is awake by oneself.

'In any case, it's mine,' he thought, and lit his pipe. 'T'll capture the lighthouse. I'll
present it to my family and say: "This is where you're going to live. When we are safe
inside, nothing dangerous can happen to us."'

It was just as well he was so confident, for their island was a mysterious, eerie place.
Moominmamma's roses wouldn't grow, the waves wouldn't yield up their secret
pattern to Moominpappa's important-looking notebook, and there was always the
uneasy question at the back of their minds: where has the last lighthouse-keeper
disappeared to?

This haunting, moving, beautiful book is perhaps the most satisfying of all the
Moomin stories.

Tove Jansson studied oil painting in Finland, Sweden and France. She drew the very
first Moomin to tease her little brother by drawing the ugliest creature she could --
later the Moomin developed a nicer snout and character! She and her mother and
brother are the only inhabitants of a little island in the Gulf of Finland, an hour's
rowing from the next island.

Tove Jansson. 1974 Moominpappa at Sea. Translated by Kingsley Hart, 1974. London:
Puffin Books.
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